INTRODUCTION
Succinic acid and its various derivatives are widely used in the organic synthesis and polymer industry and involved in the biologically important Krebs cycle. Many useful properties of these acids are directly connected with interesting peculiarities of behavior of these acids in the solutions and, in particular, with regularities of their electrolytic dissociation. The paper provides an analysis of regularities in the electrolytic dissociation of DL-2,3-diethylsuccinic and meso-2,3-diethylsuccinic acids in the diluted (0.0001-0.01M) solutions which was carried out with the help of a new method of determination of dissociation parameters of weak multibasic organic acids with the "overlapping "equilibriums previously described by the authors [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
EQUATIONS
In case of weak dibasic organic acid H 2 A the mass action equations for both dissociation steps may be written as follows [1] [2] [3] [4] :
where K 1 and K 2 are thermodynamic dissociation constants of first and second steps; and α 1 and α 2 are usual degrees of dissociation of corresponding steps; α ′ 2 is "partial" degree of dissociation for second step; c is total concentration of the acid; 
The values of "partial" degrees of dissociation may be calculated with the help of the following equations:
or with the aid of the more complex equation presented in [3] . The values of activity coefficients can be approximated by the Debye-Huckel equation:
where a i is cation-anion distance of the closest approach; A and B are constants depending on the properties of water at given temperature; z i is ion charge with the ionic strength
. Note that the values of a i , A and B at 25ºC have been taken from [6] , while the activity coefficient of undissociated acid is assumed to make up integrity. The values of dissociation constants of ethyl derivatives of succinic acid at 25ºC needed for calculations were taken from [7] [8] Pursuant to the conditions of concentrations equality, areas of dominance of mono and dianions, as well as undissociated acid molecules may be formulated. Tables 1 and 2 provide the α 1 , α 2 , α To conclude, when adjusted for the comparative complexity of calculations through the use of the equations (5)- (7), we suggest simple empirical equations for the prompt approximate determination of the values of usual and "partial" degrees of dissociation and pH in the diluted solutions of all reviewed derivatives of succinic acid. 
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